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Color : Another major technological development was the introduction of natural color, 
which meant color that was photographically recorded from nature rather than added to 
black-and-white prints by hand-coloring, stencil-coloring or other arbitrary procedures, 
although the earliest processes typically yielded colors which were far from natural in 
appearance.citation needed While the advent of sound films quickly made silent films and 
theater musicians obsolete, color replaced black-and-white much more gradually.citation 
needed The pivotal innovation was the introduction of the three-strip version of the 
Technicolor process, first used for animated cartoons in 1932, then also for live-action short 
films and isolated sequences in a few feature films, then for an entire feature film, Becky 
Sharp, in 1935. The expense of the process was daunting, but favorable public response in 
the form of increased box office receipts usually justified the added cost. The number of 
films made in color slowly increased year after year. 


The making and showing of motion pictures became a source of profit almost as soon as the 
process was invented. Upon seeing how successful their new invention, and its product, was 
in their native France, the Lumières quickly set about touring the Continent to exhibit the 
first films privately to royalty and publicly to the masses. In each country, they would 
normally add new, local scenes to their catalogue and, quickly enough, found local 
entrepreneurs in the various countries of Europe to buy their equipment and photograph, 
export, import, and screen additional product commercially. The Oberammergau Passion 
Play of 1898citation needed was the first commercial motion picture ever produced. Other 
pictures soon followed, and motion pictures became a separate industry that overshadowed 


the vaudeville world. Dedicated theaters and companies formed specifically to produce and 
distribute films, while motion picture actors became major celebrities and commanded huge 
fees for their performances. By 1917 Charlie Chaplin had a contract that called for an 
annual salary of one million dollars. From 1931 to 1956, film was also the only image 
storage and playback system for television programming until the introduction of videotape 
recorders. 


In a strategy called virtual cinema, some film distributors have created new partnerships 
with small movie theaters and art houses to provide a portion of online streaming sales, 
including Kino Lorber, Film Movement, Music Box Films, Hope Runs High, and Oscilloscope 
Labs.67154 Warner Bros. Pictures announced in December 2020 that it would 
simultaneously release its slate of 2021 films both as theatrical releases and available for 
streaming on HBO Max for a period of one month.155 This approach, called Project 
Popcorn, led to many filmmakers, production companies and theater chains to voice their 
disappointment and displeasure over the move, especially since they were not informed and 
consulted with over the move, as well as in regards to contractual and legal obligations.156 
In March 2021, it was announced that Warner Bros. would discontinue same-day releases in 
2022, as part of an agreement the studio reached with Cineworld which operates Regal 
Cinemas, and would instead use a 45-day exclusive release window for theaters.157 The 
studio made a similar deal with AMC Theaters in August 2021.158159 Paramount Pictures 
announced that it would release PAW Patrol: The movie on Paramount+ on the same day as 
its theatrical release.160 
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